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Research Project S5 Lectures - Outline 
Lecture 1: Importance of Doing Research - Date: 17/09/2019 


Lecture 2: Types of Variables - Date: 21/09/2019 

Lecture 3: Research Design - Date: 26/09/2019 

Lecture 4: Qualitative Research - Date: 05/10/2019 

Lecture 5: Main Parts of a Thesis Paper - Date: 11/10/2019 
Lecture 6: Summarizing & Paraphrasing - Date: 16/10/2019 
Lecture 7: Research Article Review Assignment - Date: 24/10/2019 
Lecture 8: Qualitative Methodologies - Date: 31/10/2019 
Lecture 9: Trustworthiness & Credibility - Date: 06/11/2019 
Lecture 10: Identifying a Research Topic - Date: 12/11/2019 
Lecture 11: Sampling Techniques - Date: 16/11/2019 

Lecture 12: Searching for Research Sources - Date: 23/11/2019 


Lecture 13: Ethical Considerations in Research - Date: 29/11/2019 


Key Concepts and Lecture Notes 


Paraphrasing, Summarizing, and Quoting: 

Paraphrasing is expressing information in your own words without changing the original 
meaning. Summarizing condenses the author's key points, and quoting involves taking exact 
words from another source surrounded by quotation marks. 


Components of a Research Article: 
Title, Table of Contents, Abstract, Introduction, Literature Review, Methodology, Results, 
Discussion, Strength & Limitations, Acknowledgment, and References. 


Choosing a Research Topic: 
Start with a topic that interests you. Ensure it is clear, focused, and feasible with 
appropriate financial and resource support. 


Research Variables: 
Independent variables influence change in the dependent variables. The dependent variable 
is what a researcher is interested in studying. 


Qualitative vs Quantitative Research: 
Qualitative research is inductive and focuses on words and concepts. Quantitative research 
is deductive and focuses on numbers and statistics. 


Sampling and Bias in Research: 
Sampling refers to selecting a subset of the population. Sampling bias occurs when certain 
parts of the population are favored over others. 


Detailed Notes on Research Methods 


Paraphrasing, Summarizing & Quoting 

Paraphrasing: 

Paraphrasing is expressing published information in your own words without changing the 
original meaning while keeping the same size as the original but with a different structure 
and vocabulary. 


Summarizing: 
Summarizing provides a condensed version of an author's key points. It is shorter than 
paraphrasing and focuses on essential ideas without unnecessary details. 


Quoting: 
Quoting involves taking the exact words from another source and placing them in your text, 
surrounded by quotation marks. It is essential to use APA style to avoid plagiarism. 


Components of a Research Article 

Title: Should be clear, simple, with no abbreviations. Include the author’s name. 
Table of Contents: Headlines of the research, including keywords. 

Abstract: Summarizes the study and provides the reason for conducting the research. 
Introduction: Provides a background for the study, its importance, and the research 
problem. Include the thesis/hypothesis and the objective of the research. 

Literature Review: Involves reading relevant research papers, theses, and reports. 
Methodology: Explains the best research method and how you answered your research 
questions. 

Results: Summarizes findings objectively in the past tense. 

Discussion: Compares results with other studies, avoiding data repetition. 
Acknowledgment: Optional, for thanking contributors. 

References: List of sources cited in the paper. 


Choosing a Research Topic & Title 

Choosing a Research Topic: 

1. Choose a topic that interests you and is focused, clear, and feasible. 
2. Ensure you have the necessary financial support and equipment. 
3. Ensure the topic adds value and contributes to your field. 


Choosing a Title: 

1. The title should describe the scope of the research, without acronyms. 

2. It should not be too long, but it should provide enough detail. 

3. Titles should not be framed as a question and must accurately reflect the research. 


